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Comment No. 1                                    Issue Code: 16
Comment noted. Since the end of the Cold War, the United States has
significantly reduced the size of its nuclear weapons stockpile, and
DOE has dismantled more than 15,000 nuclear weapons.  At the
present time, the United States is further downsizing its deployed
nuclear weapons stockpile consistent with the terms of START I and
START II. Although Russia suspended its nuclear weapons
dismantlement activities on January 20, 2001, DOE has continued its
weapons dismantlement activities.  While future arms control
reductions may change requirements for maintaining the weapons
stockpile, DOE is responsible for meeting the current requirements set
forth by the President and Congress.  The need for nuclear weapons
and alternative uses of the Nation’s funds are beyond the scope of the
Y-12 SWEIS.  The proposed action and alternatives analyzed in the
Y-12 SWEIS address the continued operation of the assigned nuclear
weapons stockpile management requirement of Y-12.  There is no
proposal to expand capabilities or to produce nuclear weapons at Y-12.

1/16


